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stopped by an action to restrain threats, which usually results in their discon- 
tinuance or the bringing of a suit for infringement 

The chapter on transfer of ownership is well written. Reference, however, 
might be made to the provision usually carried in modern assignments, under 
which the right to sue for past infringements is specifically covered in favor of 
the assignee. 

The right to use inventions by an inventor employed by a corporation was well 
settled, under which the inventor retained a right outside of that vested in the 
company, until the Federal Rubber Company's decision was rendered, when the 
whole right to the patent was held to be vested in the company. 

A short chapter on designs is contained in the book, and the index is well 
arranged. 

Albert E. Parker 

New York, N. Y. 

The Law and Practice in Bankruptcy, under the National Bankruptcy Act of 1808. 
By William Miller Collier. Twelfth Edition, by Frank B. Gilbert and Fred E. 
Rosbrook. In Two Volumes. Albany, Matthew Bender & Co. 1921. Vol. I, 
pp. cxxxviii, 1-836; Vol. II, pp. 837-1729. $20. 

As stated in the preface to this edition, Collier on Bankruptcy was the pioneer 
work on the subject, and quickly obtained a high position of favor with the bench 
and bar. When the book first appeared, the construction of the present Act was 
in many respects doubtful. There had been few decisions under it, and it differed 
widely from the previous statutes enacted in the United States, and also from any 
English bankruptcy statute. Mr. Collier's work under these circumstances was 
all that could fairly have been expected; but in the nature of the case it could 
not long remain _usef ul. Rapidly accumulating decisions made clear what had been 
previously doubtful, and experience developed new questions previously unthought 
of. It was therefore necessary to rewrite the book, and in the preface to the 
fourth edition it is stated by the editor of that edition, Judge Hotchkiss, then 
referee in bankruptcy, and now on the bench of the Supreme Court of New York, 
that the book had been rewritten with the result that the fourth edition was a 
new work. This edition appeared in 1903, and since then editions have appeared 
every two or three years edited by Mr. Gilbert with the cooperation in the final 
edition, now under review, of Mr. Rosbrook. 

The effort of the publishers and of the editors to keep the work up to date is 
deserving of praise, for in no subject of the law has the development been more 
rapid or required more frequent re-examination. It is not an agreeable task to be 
obliged to add that little more can be said in favor of the present edition. The 
book should once more have been rewritten long ago. In fact, it is now a patch- 
work in which it is frequently extremely difficult and sometimes impossible to 
discern the pattern. Older statements from previous editions, which are no longer 
warranted by the decisions, remain unchanged, but a new sentence is added which 
states the result of a later decision. A sample of this method of treatment is the 
following passage (taken from page 872), referring to the question whether the 
word "required" inserted by amendment in Section 600 of the statute has the 
same meaning as the words "required or permitted" in Section 3 : 

"It seems that the amendment to §6o-a is for the purpose of bringing it into sub- 
stantial accord with §3-a. These provisions should be read together, and when so 
read there can be no permissible question but that the date of the preference 
referred to in §60 is the same as that referred to in §3-b. However there is 
authority to the effect that Congress did not intend §3-b and §6o-a to mean the 
same thing, but in fact, after due consideration, deliberately refused to make §6o-a 
as broad as §3-b And this suggestion has now received the sanctioning approval 
of the Supreme Court." 
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In other words, after first stating "that there can be no permissible question" 
that the words in the two sections mean the same thing, the author in the final 
sentence shows that now there can be no possible doubt that they mean different 
things. Pages 876 to 881 contain a still more confused mingling of overruled 
and late decisions from which no one without previous knowledge of the law 
could extract correct conclusions. 

This method of dealing with the subject had become annoying long before the 
twelfth edition of the book was reached. The passage quoted above is taken 
from the eleventh edition and remains unchanged in the twelfth. 

The plates of the eleventh edition have apparently been used again in making 
the edition under review. Where a change seemed indispensable in order to insert 
new decisions, or a brief comment thereon, a note or series of notes, or occa- 
sionally a whole page in finer print than that ordinarily used, has been set up 
afresh. Between the 1564 pages (which alike constitute the eleventh and the 
twelfth editions) and the index there is inserted in the latter edition, without 
comments, the Canadian Bankruptcy Act of 1919, with an index to that Act, and 
the General Rules of practice under the Act, promulgated by the Canadian 
Government. 

As might be expected with this method of production, little recasting of the 
statements in the previous edition is to be found. The decisions have, in the main, 
been duly collected and cited, but even in this respect the book is not impeccable. 
On page 1 159, is discussed the trustee's right to recover usurious interest paid 
by the bankrupt, and in a note the decisions under the Act of 1867, by the lower 
Federal Courts, are collected, but the one decision of the Supreme Court on the 
subject, First Bank v. Lasater (1905) 196 U. S. 115, 25 Sup. Ct. 206, though 
cited on another point in another part of the book, is not referred to. 

The treatment, on page 1132, of equities in the bankrupt's property justifying 
reclamation proceedings is quite inadequate, and the cases on the various situa- 
tions referred to are not fully collected. 

In the preface to this edition the editors state of the general index that it "has 
been rewritten to provide for all text changes." If so, the text changes to be 
provided for must have been slight, for in printing the index, as well as in 
printing the body of the book, the same plates seem to have been used that were 
used for the eleventh edition. 

The index contains in each edition 104 pages, and an examination of the line of 
the index at the top and at the bottom of each of these pages discloses that these 
lines are identical in the two editions with the exception of two pages, in each of 
which one additional entry is inserted. That the index would have been the better 
for rewriting may be shown by a single illustration : There have been a number 
of interesting and important decisions by the Supreme Court of the United States 
and by lower Federal Courts concerning bankrupt stock-brokers and the rights of 
their customers in shares of stock coming into the hands of the bankruptcy court. 
The index does not contain as a heading the words "Broker," "Stockbroker," 
"Stock," or "Share." 

Samuel Williston. 

Law School of Harvard University. 

La Societe des Nations. By M. F. Larnaude. Paris, Librairie de la Societe du 
Recueil Sirey, 1920. pp. 86. 

With characteristic French precision of thought and clarity of expression 
Professor Larnaude, dean of the faculty of law of Paris, here sets forth in a 
series of conferences the character, organization, and functions of the League of 
Nations. He first disposes of the objection that the League of Nations is a 
super-state, and undertakes to show that it is a purely contractual association, of 
an entirely new character, which does not involve any alienation of sovereignty 



